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Dedicated to the conservation of the 
wild turkey and the preservation of 
our hunting heritage.

NATIONAL WILD TURKEY 

FEDERATION



 Founded in 1973

 Chartered in VA by                  
Tom Rodgers 

 Moved to Edgefield, SC 
shortly thereafter

 1973 wild turkey #s             
~ 1 million

 Pre-Settlement wild 
turkey #s  ~ 11 million

HISTORY



 Wild turkey populations restored to >7 million!
 Present in every state except Alaska

 NWTF has spent more than $412 million to 
conserve nearly 17.25 million acres of habitat. 

 The restoration of the wild turkey is arguably the 
greatest conservation success story of a single 
species in North America's history. 

 NWTF Membership = 230,000 members              

 2017 Convention = >51,000 attendees!

CONSERVATION SUCCESS









Save the Habitat. 
Save the Hunt.





Western Turkey habitats

• Among the most diverse wild turkey habitats 
in North America

• Mountain forests, rangelands, basins, 
deserts, marshes, riparian areas, grasslands 

• Public and private land habitats are equally 
important

• Elevations: sea level to over 10,000’ asl

• Gould’s, Merriam’s, Rio Grande, and Eastern 
subspecies of wild turkeys are found in the 
western US (Merriam's/Rios in CO).



 Wild turkeys depend on early-successional forests  
for nesting and brood rearing habitat.

 NWTF is proud to be a leader in upland habitat 
conservation & forest management. 

 NWTF supports active forest management
 Public comments on forest plans & projects

 Press Releases & Website/Social Media

 TV show & Turkey Country Magazine

 Policy / Legislative Efforts

 Stewardship Contracting

Healthy Forests = Quality 

Wildlife Habitat



Turkeys & Trees
• Many Southwestern forests are heavily 

overstocked and in need of thinning and 
active management on a large scale – at 
landscape scales

• A century of fire suppression efforts and 
improper management have contributed to 
these conditions

• Large-scale wildfires are more common than 
ever before in our history (Missionary Ridge 
2002, 70,000 ac; West Fork Complex fire 
2013, 114,000 ac)



Turkeys & Trees
• One serious issue in the SW is a lack of 

timber industry capacity and markets

• Few sawmills, logging operations are 
reduced in personnel and modern 
equipment

• High costs of equipment, personnel, and fuel 
result in materials removed from the forests 
not covering the costs of cutting, hauling, 
processing, or marketing our woody biomass



Bluewater Stewardship Project, Zuni Mnts, NM



Turkeys & Trees
• Restoration is expensive and local timber 

often does not support the effort

• Restoration is critical, especially related to 
wildfire conditions and watershed health

• Restoration is critical

• Forest Management is critical

• Watershed Management is critical

• Restoration is not a subsidy, but a necessity



Turkeys & Trees
• The high cost of timber operations and 

restoration treatments (both of which can 
enhance healthy conditions of forests, 
watersheds, and wild turkey habitat) result in 
less acreage than optimal being treated

• Can we ever catch up with the workload?

• Should treatments focus on WUI targets to 
the exclusion of other important areas?

• How should we prioritize acres?



Turkeys & Trees
• Thinning and restoration efforts in forested 

habitat nearly always enhance wild turkey 
habitat

• Opening the canopy, allowing for grass and 
forb production, is important

• Riparian habitat management is of the 
utmost importance due to its relative 
scarcity across the landscape

• Watershed management is becoming more 
important each year





Turkeys & Trees
• Needs of western wild turkeys include 

quality roost sites and abundant herbaceous 
vegetation and its associated insect fauna

• Quality roost sites can easily become a 
limiting factor in the Southwest due to 
overstocked forest and wildfire loss.

• Riparian habitats will always be critically 
important to wild turkeys in the Southwest



Importance of 
Private Lands to Wild 
Turkeys in Colorado

*SEE Management Guidelines for Merriams
*Threats-encroachment, development, 
disease, drought, water, human conflict, 
forest and watershed health

*CSFS-Forest Health Advisory Council HB 
16-1255

-24 member Council appointed by 
Governor and Legislature to “advise the 
Colorado State Forester in a collaborative 
forum on a broad range of issues, 
opportunities and threats to CO forests”



SAVE THE HABITAT
Save the hunt


